OF  THE 


COMMON  COUNTCIL. 


Philadelphia,  November  30th,  1854. 


PHILADELPHIA  : 

WILLIAM  H.  SICKELS,  PRINTER,  GIRARD  BUILDING,  102  CHESTNUT  STREET. 


1854. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/reportofpaidfireOOfire 


RE  POET. 


CONCERNING  PAID  FIKE  DEPARTMENT. 


To  Thomas  Batch,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  Joint  Special  Committee. 

In  accoi  dance  with  the  resolution  hereto  annexed, 
the  undersigned  submits  the  following  Report,  with 
statements  taken  from  official  documents,  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  his  labors. 

Fii^t.  The  Bostox  I  ire  Department,  is  composed 
as  follows : 


Hand  engines,  - 

-  12 

Hose  carriages. 

35 

Hook  and  Ladder, 

-  3 

Total  Apparatus, 

50 

Leading  Hose,  22,350  feet. 

Chief  Engineer,  - 

-  1 

Assistant  Engineers, 

8 

Officers  and  men, 

-  543 

Total  number  of  men, 

-  553 
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Expenses  for  the  year  ending  September  1st,  1854 : 
Salary  of  Chief  Engineer  and  Clerks,  -  -  $2,200  00 

u  Assistant  Engineers,  officers  and  men,  54, 114  0T 

Incidental  Expenses,  for  repairs,  &c.  -  -  14,892  35 

Total, . $71,206  42 

Number  of  Fires,  153. 

Loss, . $150,772  00 

Insurance, . $106,880  00 

The  Cincinnati  Fire  Department  is  composed  as  follows : 
Steam  Engine,  ------  1 

Hand  Engines,  -----  27 

Hose  Carriages,  -----  29 

Hook  and  Ladder,  -  2 

Total  Apparatus,  -  -  -  59 

Leading  Hose,  24,750  feet. 

Chief  Engineer,  -----  1 

Assistant  Engineers,  -----  5 

Officers  and  members,  -  529 

Total  number  of  men,  -  -  -  535 


Expenses  for  year  ending  April  1,  1854 : 


Salary  of  Chief  Engineer  and  Assistants, 

-  $  2,772  05 

“  Officers  and  members, 

50,857  36 

Incidental  expenses, 

-  23,646  22 

Total,  - 

$77,275  63 

Number  of  Fires,  160. 

Loss, . 

$608,906  00 

Insurance,  . 

$33,089  000 
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Boston  and  Cincinnati  are  the  only  cities  from  which 
reliable  information  can  be  obtained  in  reference  to  the  paid 


system.  I  now  add  our  own,  the  volunteer  system. 

The  Philadelphia  Eire  Department  is  composed  as  follows : 

Hand  Engines,  - 

-  38 

Hose  Carriages,  - 

42 

Hook  and  Ladder,  .... 

-  5 

Total  Apparatus, 

85 

Leading  Hose,  in  service, 

45,000  feet. 

in  reserve,  - 

15,000  « 

Making,  - 

60,000  “ 

Active  Members,  .... 

2,550 

Honorary  and  Contributing  Members, 

5,000 

Total  members,  - 

7,550 

Of  the  above  apparatus  there  is — 

La  the  former  city,  - 

27 

“  •  Districts, 

-  58 

And  supported  at  an  expense  by  appropriation — 

From  former  citv,  .... 

$  7,800 

“  Districts,- 

15,000 

Total  per  Annum, 

§23,200 

The  number  of  fires  cannot  be  correctly  ascertained,  as  no 
public  record  is  made. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  say,  that  a  majority  of  the 
apparatus  of  Philadelphia  has  been  incorporated 
individually,  and  forty-eight  of  the  number  incorpo- 
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rated  jointly,  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
known  as  the  Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia ;  they 
are  fully  authorized  to  insure  houses,  merchandise, 
&c.,  &c.,  located  in  the  City  and  County  (now  Con¬ 
solidated  City)  of  Philadelphia, 

This  Association  has  insured  since  the  commence¬ 
ment  (say  1820),  of  houses  alone  23,000,  and  paid 
losses  by  fire,  $211,000 ;  dividends  to  companies 
$49,000,  and  now  have  a  capital  of  over  $400,000. 

This  association  commenced  without  any  capital, 
other  than  the  apparatus  of  the  companies  first  orga¬ 
nized,  which  was  pledged  for  the  payment  of  any 
losses  that  could  occur  prior  to  sufficient  funds  being 
accumulated  by  premiums  received,  and  was  restricted 
by  its  charter  from  declaring  any  dividends  until  after 
the  capital  amounted  to  a  sufficient  sum  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  losses  by  fire,  independent  of  ordinary  con¬ 
tingencies  Hence  the  dividends  to  companies  have 
only  been  within  the  last  few  years,  and  none  since 
1850,  owing  to  the  loss  by  the  disastrous  fire  of  that 
year  ;  but  will  no  doubt  be  resumed  during  the  coming 
year. 

The  department  has  also  another  body  incorporated 
by  our  Legislature,  and  known  as  the  Philadelphia 
Association  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Firemen.  This 
was  organized  December,  1834,  and  chartered  March, 
1835  ;  this,  as  also  the  Fire  Association,  originated 
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with  and  has  been  entirely  conducted  by  firemen* 
without  any  salaries  to  the  officers,  excepting  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Insurance  department,  who  acts 
as  such  for  both  organizations.  The  latter  association 
has  for  its  object,  the  providing  for  all  who  become 
disabled  while  performing  duty  as  firemen,  and  is  not 
confined  to  members  of  the  department.  They, 
also,  grant  aid  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased 
members,  who  have  clied  from  disease  contracted  or 
accident  while  employed  as  firemen.  The  funds  of 
the  association  was  raised  (with  few  exceptions,)  by 
firemen,  and  had,  January  4th,  1854,  a  capital  invested 
of  818,500  00;  and  granted  relief  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  $13,219  88.  Murnber  of  members  430  ; 

loss  by  death  53. 

«/ 

I  have  entered  into  this  detail  of  our  own  Department 
more  particularly,  for  the  reason  that  many  persons, 
both  in  and  out  of  Councils,  are  entirely  unacquainted 
with  the  character  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
persons  who  compose  the  Fire  Department  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  It  is  not  denied  by  any  that  evils  of  a 
serious  nature  exist  in  the  Department ;  but  none  are 
more  ready  and  willing  to  aid  in  correcting  these 
evils  than  the  firemen. 

The  ordinance  now  before  Common  Council  bekm 

O 

the  result  of  the  labors  of  a  Joint  Special  Committee 
of  Councils,  in  connection  with  a  committee  of  the 
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Board  of  Directors  of  the  Fire  Department,  fully  jus¬ 
tifies  the  above  remark  ;  as  this  movement  for  re¬ 
form,  as  well  as  all  previously  made,  eminated  from 
the  Fire  Department. 

Having  given  you  the  cost  of  the  paid  and  volun¬ 
teer  systems,  it  will  rest  with  Councils  to  determine 
which  to  adopt ;  if  the  former,  the  cost  will  he  very 
great,  to  wit :  while  Boston  and  Cincinnati  have  two- 
thirds  less  apparatus  than  Philadelphia,  the  cost  for 
support,  without  including  apparatus,  is  more  than 
two-thirds  more.  Hence,  a  Paid  Fire  Department  for 
our  City,  in  the  same  proportion  of  houses  and  popula¬ 
tion,  would  he, 

Boston,  equal  to,  -  -  -  $215,000 

Cincinnati,  “  230,000 

and  this  without  the  purchase  of  the  requisite  appa¬ 
ratus  or  locations,  thus  making  a  difference  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  assessed 
on  property,  in  addition  to  the  present  taxation. 
The  City,  as  now  consolidated,  has  never  paid,  by 
appropriation,  over  twenty-three  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  and  only  recently  this  amount. 

I  may  have  extended  this  report  beyond  what  the 
Committee  anticipated;  hut  believing  that  all  the 
facts  connected  with  the  Fire  Department  of  other 
cities  under  the  Paid  System,  and  that  of  our  own 
under  the  volunteer  system,  should  be  correctly  stated 
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in  order  tliat  Councils  may  the  better  determine 
which  to  adopt,  I  couki  not  he  more  brief. 

J.  W.  Martien, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Trusts  and  Fire  Department , 

Select  and  Common  Councils. 

Philada.,  Nov .  30,  1854. 


.Resolution passsed  by  Councils  in  reference  to  Fire  Alarm 
Telegraph  and  Fire  Department. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Special  Committee  on  Fire 
Alarm  and  Police  Telegraph  be  directed  to  report  to 
this  Chamber  at  their  next  stated  meeting  the  result 
of  their  investigations  into  the  operation,  expense, 
&c.,  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Special  Committee  appointed  at 
a  stated  meeting  of  Councils,  held  August  31st,  1854, 
to  proceed  to  New  York  and  Boston  to  investigate 
the  operation  of  the  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  directed  to  inquire  also  into  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  the  advanrages 
and  disadvantages,  if  any,  of  tne  Paid  System,  the 
general  expense  of  the  same,  the  compensation  paid 
to  firemen,  and  any  other  matters  relating  to  this  im¬ 
portant  subject,  the  knowledge  of  which  may  he  of 
use  to  Councils  in  the  re-organization  of  the  Fire  De¬ 
partment  of  this  City,  and  report  the  same  to  Coun¬ 
cils. — Journal ,  page  431. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Select  and 
Common  Councils  of  Philadelphia  held  this  morning 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  Select  Council  of  Philadelphia  has 
refused  to  concur  with  the  resolution  of  Common 
Council  in  reference  to  the  enquiry  to  be  made  by 
this  committee  as  to  the  cost  of  supporting  a  Paid 
Fire  Department  in  Boston  and  other  cities.  Therefore, 
Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Trusts  and  Fire  Department,  James  W.  Martien 
Esq.,  be  authorized  by  this  committee  to  make  such 
enquiries  respecting  the  Paid  Fire  Department  of 
Boston,  and  any  other  he  may  deem  expedient,  and 
report  the  result  to  the  chairman  of  this  committee  for 
the  use  of  Councils  when  required. 

Attest:  John  M.  Biley. 

Clerk  of  Committee . 

Boston,  Saturday ,  Sep.  23,  1854. 


